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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NATIONAL DANCE COMMUNITY CELEBRATES HALF A CENTURY OF DANCE AND TRAINING AT BERKELEY’S SHAWL-ANDERSON DANCE CENTER

SEPTEMBER 20 50th ANNIVERSARY EVENT FEATURES PERFORMANCES AND REUNION OF DANCERS FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY

Berkeley, July 8 2008 – Dance professionals from across the country and around the Bay will come together Saturday, September 20, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Bay Area’s oldest and most respected dance education, community and professional training organization: Shawl-Anderson Dance Center. The gala evening will be held at St. John’s Presbyterian Church, 2727 College Avenue in Berkeley, beginning at 5 pm and will feature performances by choreographers Sonya Delwaide, Paufve Dance, and Savage Jazz, live music by Little Jonny and the Giants, a silent auction, historic photos on display and a buffet dinner by Small Pleasures Catering.
In addition to the September 20 Gala Benefit, Shawl-Anderson will host a Friday Night Performance Salon, at 7 pm and 9 pm Friday, September 19 at the Studio at 2704 Alcatraz Avenue at College, Berkeley. The performances will include many local choreographers who are on staff, current and previous Artists in Residence, and invited out-of-town guests. Choreographers presenting work will include Nina Haft, ahdanco, Aileen Kim, Dandelion Dance Theater, and more. The event is for the general community to see dance in an intimate, East Bay setting. Tickets for the performances are $15.
Since its founding by two dancers with pedigrees on the vibrant New York Dance scene, Frank Shawl and Victor Anderson, in 1958, the non-profit Shawl-Anderson Dance Center has been home ground to thousands of dancers from the community and an incubator for top names in the Bay Area and national dance scenes that have gone on to impressive careers. To amateur dancers, Shawl-Anderson is known as a supportive environment to learn and grow. To professional dancers from across the country, it is known as a crossroads and a welcoming home to take class, teach and connect with the Bay Area dance community. To the professional dance education community, Shawl-Anderson represents consistently high quality training for all levels in a variety of dance styles.

“I am amazed that the Center has enjoyed such vitality and life,” says co-founder and Director Frank Shawl. “Victor and I wanted to create an environment that would foster the best in people and create a community in dance. We set the stage and it is so gratifying that people have kept coming and sustaining this amazing place for 50 years—it’s really about the people. We now have multiple generations of community and family who have been coming to Shawl-Anderson for decades and it’s thrilling to see this growth and participation.”

Dancers including Raymond Kurshals (Twyla Tharp), Ella Baff (Executive Director, Jacob’s Pillow), Kate Weare (choreographer in NYC), and others began or enhanced their career training at Shawl Anderson. Celebrities and others have taken classes at Shawl-Anderson, including Connie Haines, Jane Fonda, Mel Wong, Country Joe and others. In the earlier years, top names including Charles Weidman, Alvin Ailey, and Paul Taylor regularly made Shawl-Anderson a stopping point on tour, teaching master classes and presenting other offerings that enrich the Bay Area dance scene. In its 50th year, Shawl-Anderson hosted master classes with members of Mark Morris, Pina Bausch, and Doug Varone and Dancers, plus Bella Lewitsky, Alwin Nikolais, Louis Falco, Lucas Hoving and others..

Hundreds of Offerings A Year to All Levels and Generations

Shawl-Anderson Dance Center provides Bay Area dance students of all ages and levels with high caliber training in both contemporary and traditional movement forms in a welcoming, non-competitive environment. The Center is committed to nurturing and mentoring the growth of dancers and choreographers; cultivating a healthy and supportive atmosphere for creative expression; sustaining traditions essential to excellence in the field; and, fostering the evolution of the art of dance.
Shawl-Anderson maintains an ambitious schedule of classes and events including 49 classes a week for adults from beginning through professional level in ballet, modern, jazz, flamenco and Pilates. In-depth workshops in technique, choreography and dance education are offered regularly and the Center partners with CalPerformances and UC Berkeley in presenting master classes and events with top international dance companies.  More than 30 classes a week are available for kids including ballet, modern, hip hop and jazz. Middle and High School students enjoy summer workshops and intensives and a new teen study center opens this fall. Shawl-Anderson supports a youth performance ensemble that gives community performances and the Center partners with Berkeley and Oakland elementary and preschools offering dance classes on site.

About the Founders
Victor Anderson began his career as a musician. He studied piano, composition and orchestration, but after seeing an [American] Ballet Theater performance of Antony Tudor's Pillar of Fire, he was immediately drawn toward dance. Within a few years, he had studied ballet intensively with several famous teachers, among them, Igor Schwezoff and Eugene Loring, the Diaghilev dancers, Theodore Kosloff, Maria Baldina, Vera Nemtchinova, and especially with Pavlova 's onetime partner, Aubrey Hitchins.

His interest in modern dance was awakened in the course of a professional appearance in Carnegie Hall with Ruth St. Denis and Ted Shawn. He soon thereafter took up his serious study of modern dance with longtime associates of Martha Graham, May O'Donnell and Gertrude Shurr, the latter having also been a member of the Denishawn and Humphrey-Weidman companies.

In addition to his studies in ballet and modern dance, he also worked under the direction of Jerome Robbins on Broadway before becoming a member of the May O'Donnell Dance Company. While he was a member of her company, he began his teaching career at the Grammercy School of Music and Dance, whose faculty also included such well-known dance figures as Robert Joffrey and Norman Walker. As a guest teacher, he has conducted master classes sponsored by the Oakland Dance Association, the Oakland Recreation Department, California Dance Educators, and the University of Arizona at Tucson.
Frank Shawl is the co-founder with Victor Anderson of the Shawl-Anderson Dance Center in Berkeley. Frank has been active as a teacher, performing dancer and choreographer in the Bay Area for approximately 50 years. The Shawl-Anderson Dance Company was an active dance repertory group in the 60s and 70s and spawned many of today's prominent dance artists.

Prior to coming to the Bay Area, Frank performed mainly in New York City. He appeared in numerous Broadway and network television shows and toured throughout the United States and Canada. He appeared in concert with the late Charles Weidman and for over eight years with the May O'Donnell Dance Company. He returned to New York in the role of assistant to Miss O'Donnell, as well as having taught, directed, and performed in Amsterdam and throughout the Netherlands.

He has been the recipient of grants from the NEA and California Arts Council, and in 1990 received, along with Mr. Anderson, the Isadora Duncan Award for Sustained Achievement in Dance. Also in 1990 he was awarded the California Dance Educators Association's Heritage Award and the Isadora Duncan Special Award for the production of Time Over Time with June Watanabe and Marni Thomas-Wood. In 1993, he and Mr. Anderson were honored by receipt of the Oakland Parks and Recreation Department Recognition Award for their outstanding contributions to Oakland's dance community as well as to the OPR dance programs. In 2001, they received the Ruth Beckford Award for Extraordinary Contributions in the Field of Dance.
Tickets for the September 20 Gala event are priced $75-125. Tickets for the Friday evening, September 19 performances are priced $15. Tickets for all events may be purchased at the Center or by calling (510) 654-5921.
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