GALA CELEBRATION BRINGSTOGETHER

FIFTY YEARS OF EXTENDED FAMILY

In 1958, when Frank Shawl and Victor Anderson left New York
to start a modern dance school in the Bay Area, they could scarcely
have imagined that five decades later, their tiny one-room studio
would have grown into a locally beloved and nationally renowned
dance institution. Today, the Shawl-Anderson Dance Center
is, like its founders, more vibrant and vital than ever.

To mark the Center’s first half century, more than 225 people
gathered on September 20 for The Golden Gala: Shawl-Anderson
Celebrates Five Decades of Dance. The splashy evening and the
weekend surrounding it were a true family reunion, with many
attendees traveling thousands of miles to attend from every era of
Shawl-Anderson’s long and fruitful history.

Savage Jazz Dance Company performing
“Imagine all those people from five decades, all thrilled at the Golden Gala

to be together in one room,” said Frank Shawl, still glowing as he spoke of the event weeks later, “and
all celebrating a place they cherish.When you start with those ingredients, you know you’re in
for a magical evening.’

Months in the making, the gala transformed the all-purpose room of St. John’s Presbyterian Church, a few
blocks down College Avenue from the Center, into an elegant banquet hall with handsomely set tables and
trees festooned with sparkling lights.

Welcomed by lilting harp music, guests mingled at sunset in the courtyard for drinks, appetizers, a silent
auction, and a special display memorializing cherished members of the Shawl-Anderson family no longer with
us.An hour later, the party moved inside, where the enthusiastic crowd feasted on a lavish Mediterranean
buffet, while enjoying a program of works by choreographers and performers intimately linked to the
Center.

Brittney Wasserman and Damon Mahoney of Savage Jazz Dance Company performed Reginald Ray-
Savage’s setting of George Gershwin’s Preludes No. 2 in C Sharp Minor, followed by Savage’s Return to the Lake,
a solo to music from Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake, performed by Alison Hurley. Brandon Freeman performed
Sonya Delwaide’s A Suivre, and Paufve Dance presented ‘“Guesses based on what each set of time
and change is touching’ a solo by Marlena Oden, choreographed by Randee Paufve to music composed
and performed live by violist Nils Bultman.

A slide show gave attendees an overview of the history of the Center and the Company’s performing
years, from the 1950s to the present, showcasing the many eminent artists and teachers who have taught,

studied and created new work at Shawl-Anderson.
After dessert and dancing to the music of Little Jonny

and the Giants, many guests lined up at the microphone to
deliver heartfelt tributes and toasts of gratitude to Frank,
Victor, and the faculty and staff of the Center. And then,
the festivities migrated southward to College and Alcatraz,
where a post-gala open house kept everyone dancing,
rejoicing, and reminiscing until well after midnight.

It was a birthday bash no devotee of the Center will
soon forget. But in the end, the Gala turned out to be
more than just a great party. It was a chance for an entire
community to come together across the miles and the
decades to celebrate the ways in which Shawl-Anderson
has helped to shape their lives and their love of dance.

Taking the stage at the Gala for a brief moment, Victor
Anderson summed it up in a single sentence. ‘“You can’t
imagine,” he said, “what it feels like to have this
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Victor Anderson & Frank Shawl at the Gala much love coming at you.

- Steve Siegelman, Board Member
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